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Fire Island’s Famous Beacon 


Of all the beacons, lighthouses, 
or other installations built on the 
east shores of the United States it 
is doubtful if any have been more 
photographed or pictured than the 
Fire Island light. Calendars and 
postcards by the hundreds of 
thousands, and even  bookcovers 
and newspapers have shown the 
towering structure which has been 
responsible for guiding innumer- 
able ships and millions of people 
safely to port. 

One would naturally think that 
so famous a landma:k would be 
most carefully observed through 
the years, and that nothing of any 
paiticular interest in connection 
with it would go unnoted, but the 
fact is that during the more than 
a century in which it has stood 
near the tip of Fire Island, even 
the date on which it was built has 
been in dispute. 

Not long ago the writer heard 
of an old pen and ink sketch 
which showed the camp of the 
engineers and _ technicians, em- 
ployed by the government in the 
building of the Fire Island light- 
house. To the best of our knowl- 
edge, it has never been publicized 
or shown in any manner until now. 
Made 119 years ago, it is still in 
excellent shape, due no doubt to 
the fact that it was drawn with 
India ink, of the type used for 
making plans and maps. The most 
interesting thing about it is the 
faint but still discernible writing 
below the sketch, establishing the 
date as 1838. Previously the date 
has been set as 1858 by some auth- 
orities, and again by others as 
shortly after 1825. The sketch 
which is reproduced here hung for 
years in the office of William H. 
Robbins, Bay Shore attorney, and 
was given by him to Mr. H. How- 
ard Newins of Brightwaters, to 
whom we are indebted for its use. 

Even more interesting than the 
sketch, is an old photograph which 
was loaned to the writer by Mrs. 
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When Summer [eaves the “Beach 


T the time of publishing “See- 
A ing Signs of Spring” last June 
a few of our readers suggested the 
same sort of article be done when 
summer moved off the stage. So, 
here goes. 

Many, many observations during 
August indicate summer is slipping. 
It is all over at sundown on Labor 
Day and—officially or otherwise— 
fall has arrived. Hay fever ts a 
sure sign of fall to many people. 
A birdlover watches the first prep- 
arations the swallows make for 
migration. Katydids are an equally 
sure indication to others. To me 
it is the accumulation of postal 
cards thoughtfully sent back by 
touring and vacationing friends. 
They come from England, France, 
Italy, Tunis, Panama, Australia, 
Canada and all over our country. 
The pile grows as the days shorten. 

There is one unfailing mark of 
waning summer that we miss unless 
we are watching for it — the short- 
ening of the daylight hours. Year 
around my alarm clock is set for 
5:30. It seldom rings. My ears 
usually catch the little click that 
proceeds the release of the clapper. 
I come directly downstairs to shave 
in the tiny lavatory off the kitchen. 
I find a crust of bread, a piece of 
stale cake, a left-over section of 
an ear of corn, some fat from meat, 
or an old boiled potato — some- 
thing to throw from the lavatory 
window for the birds on the grass 
beneath my pear tree. They know 
that every morning their breakfast 
will drop like manna. 

In summer the birds are waiting 
for me. Before long they do not 
appear until 5:40. Then it is 5:50. 
Soon 6:00 o'clock. They awaken 
on suntime and without exception 
arrive at the feeding round in this 
order—blue jays, starlings, grackles 
and the gray squirrels. Our robins 
and sparrows are not interested and 
the wood thrush come only for an 
evening handout, never a morning 
one. 

On the beach the advance of 
summer is evident when a_ land 
breeze brings more black flies than 
green. I stay off the beach on 
such days and begrudge the flies 
the grandest days of all. 


Julian Denton Smith 


After the top of the summer goes 
by, the activities of the gray squir- 
rels are greatly curtailed due to the 
fur falling from their tails a 
sort of molting. The squirrels need 
the resistance of the tails in bal- 
ancing as they jump from branch 
to branch or run the length of a 
telephone cable. They are less aer- 
ial-minded until the tails are bushy 
again along in September. 

With the slipping of summer 
the weather forecasters on radio 
and TV begin to tell how many 
hurricanes we can expect in a 
month. Thank goodness they miss 
nearly 100% with their guesses! 

The first few days in August 
usually draw the blue claws back 
into the dreens of the islands in 
the bay. The dreens are shallow, 
warm and filled with a 
gtass and lettuce all 
tractive to crabs. 

This is the time the first flocks 
of tree swallows appear. They 
gather, stay around a week or so, 
and then sneak along south. It 
is a slow migration and barely no- 
ticed due to one flock following 
closely upon the group just ahead 
so that the birds seem to be here 
all the time. 


cover of 
most at- 


Fall Comes to Outer Beach 


Serious home gardeners make a 
point of remembering the second 
week in August as the time to 
plant pansy seeds for greenhouse 
culture. Seeds sown nearer the 
end of the month and left out 
of doors usually provide bloom for 
Thanksgiving and during the Jan- 
uary thaw. Freshly picked pansies 
in January lend an_ unassignable 
touch to a table decoration. I am 
not too sure that I appreciate it. 

Shortly a neighbor drops off a 
bluefish, one of his first catch. We 
like to pack ours with dressing, 
like turkeys, and bake it. My wife 
is a mid-western girl (Paris, II- 
linois) but she can certainly do 
our Long Island dishes - - - blue- 
fish, clam chowder, fried flatfish 
and fried crabs. She even makes 
a weakfish taste like something! 

The beach grass on the sand 
dunes sends up its seed spikes 
about the middle of August. Those 
golden spikes have a sobering in- 
fluence, indeed, as they definitely 
suggest the grain harvest is at hand. 
Along with the seed spikes our 
earliest golden rod comes into 
flower. The last variety to bloom 
will be the showy Seaside Golden 
Rod. It has not yet given any 


evidence of the tiniest flower bud, 
altho it started thru the sand away 
last March. It is still growing noth- 
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Photo by John A, Wilbur, Sr. 
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ing but leaves and a tough, husky 
stalk. 

Suddenly one morning I notice 
the second crop of raspberries in 
my neighbor's garden. They are 
ready to pick. That same day I 
catch the faintest hint of red in the 
foliage along the Wantagh Park- 
way. On the sand the beach plums 
are turning colors — green, yellow, 
pink, violet and blue plus all sorts 
of variations and mixtures. 

The latter part of August calls 
for a longer exposure to the sun 
to produce a tan. The sun is get- 
ting farther away. Locally grown 
pumpkins are offered for sale on 
improvised stands along the high- 
ways. Statice begins to show white 
and lavender on the meadows. If 
cut in full bloom and hung upside 
down in a dark, dry place for a 
month or so, it can be used in 
winter bouquets until the violets 
are ready in May. This is the time 
for ragweed pollen to get into the 
air to be mentioned by newscasters 
as “the pollen count.” 

The Rose of Sharon blossoms 
forth almost overnight. I wonder 
if there are actually two bushes that 
have flowers alike — the design 
of the Rose of Sharon seems of 
unlimited combination and detail. 

On the last Sunday in August 
I picked our beach plums and be- 
fore bedtime had them reduced to 
juice. I have never picked so early, 
nor had them so uniformly ripe, 
nor found as many of them. I 
picked a 12-quart pail in 10 
minutes and from one bush. Fre- 
quently they came off both hands 
filled in a single stripping motion. 
rom the one pail my wife got 36 
jars of jelly. It is beautiful — 
clear, red and solid. The classic 
time for beach plumming is the 
Labor Day weekend. Most of the 
plums on Jones Beach dunes had 
fallen by that date this year. 

I make reckon of a supper some 
snowy Saturday night in January 
with waffles spread with butter and 
beach plum jelly. Can you imagine 
anything better? 

True to form, the two weeks 
before this Labor Day were filled 
with clear days of strong northeast 
winds. We have always called 
them ‘Dry Northeasters’’ for winds 
from that direction should, by 
rights, carry rain. A ‘Dry North- 


easter” is cool, wholesome and 
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Gilbert “Potter, ° Patriot Spy 


__ ISLAND had an active 
spy system during the Revolu- 
tion and the names of some of the 
patriots who participated are well 
known. There is at least one, how- 
ever, who has never received much 
recognition for his work. That he 
was loyal to the cause cannot be 
denied. The following letter shows 
his feeling toward the movement 
for independence. 
Dec. 10, 1775 

Sir; You will receive this by 
Major Brush, who is appointed by 
the Committee to lay before the 
Congress, the state of the town 
as to their slackness in military 
preparations, as also that we have 
great reason to believe all methods 
are used by our neighbors to make 
them indifferent in this great con- 
test. We not only beg your ad- 
vice but assistance, for it is my 
opinion, if there is not a sufficient 
number of men immediately sent 
to effectually subdue Queens Co. 
and to intimidate the people among 
us a great many from here will 
soon be in a little better condition 
than the rebels of Queens Co., 
which we have great reason to be- 
lieve is making interest with our 
slaves and other servants. I have 
exerted myself in my station but 
if nothing is done by your House, 
I must be obliged to desist; but as 
to myself as an individual, I am 
determined to live and die free. 

I am sir, your most humble ser- 
vant, 

Gilbert Potter. 

To John S. Hobart Esq. in Pro. 
Congress. 

On Aug. 24, 1776 the New York 
Convention authorized Potter to 
proceed to Jamaica with militia to 


assist General Nathaniel Wood- 
hull. As the assembling of men 
took some time, Potter wrote to 


the General the following letter: 
Aug. 26, 1776 
I had not arrived at my house 
from Jamaica half an hour before 
I received information by express 
from Capt. Thompson of Brook- 
haven, that two ships, one brig and 
three tenders had landed a number 
of troops between Old Man’s and 
Wading Rivers, who at one o-clock 
were shooting cattle. - - - We must 
have help here - - -, I think Gen. 
Washington should be acquainted. 
Our women are in great tumult. 
In great haste, yours, 
Gilbert Potter. 
be from this that 


It can seen 


‘Roy E. Lott 


the British made a feint to pre- 
vent the movement of troops to- 
ward Brooklyn. After that battle 
of Brooklyn, Gilbert Potter, al- 
though listed by Mather as a ref- 
ugee to Connecticut, was no strang- 
er to Huntington. Thompson on 
p. 396, vol. II says of him: 

after its capture, he retired within 
the American lines, and was em- 
ployed in confidential, rather than 
active service - Thus he be- 
came another one of those patriots 
who did a very important work, 
but many of whose movements were 
not usually known except perhaps 
to his wife, the former Elizabeth 
Williams. 

On his secret trips to Huntington 
from across the Sound, his mission 
was to acquire information regard- 
ing the strength of the British 
troops stationed at Forts Franklin 
and Golgotha in Huntington. The 
one burying ground in the village 
was used as a site for Golgotha 
as it was a high point and over- 
looked the harbor. In constructing 
the fort, timber was used from the 


A 


One-time Williams Barn, Huntington, From 


First Church which the red-coats 
razed, and the cemetery was dese- 
crated by flattening the stones. Be- 
ing so well acquainted with the 
area Gilbert Potter could come and 
depart in the darkness of the night 
and avoid detection. He still had 
many trustworthy friends on Long 
Island and from these he received 
intelligence. 

But the work he did during the 
day, of which even those friends 
had no knowledge, has_ probably 
never been told. On a farm on 
Wall street in Huntington stood 
Nathaniel Williams’ barn. It was 
a very unassuming structure but it 
was located across the old millpond 
site, directly opposite the fort. As 
the intervening ground was low 
and swampy and the barn and fort 
were both on high ground, there 
was an uninterrupted view of the 
English movements through a small 
hole in the east end of the hay 
mow. 


Here it was that this true pa- 


triot spent many hours collecting 
data on the strength and possible 
activities of the enemy so that Gen 
eral Washington might be better 
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Which Potter Watched 


Enemy 
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advised. The picture of that old 
barn shows two holes on the side 
from which spying could have been 
done. 

That barn has long since dis- 
appeared and very few people re- 
member it, but every memorial day 
a “Betsy Ross’ flag is placed on 
the grave of Gilbert Potter who lies 
in the cemetery on the hill to 
which he looked for information 
to help his country gain its free- 
dom. 


Continued from Page 204 
typically Long Island when sum- 
mer weakens. 

No matter what the calendar and 
almanac say, we know that the day 
after Labor Day is fall. Custom 
steps in and marks a period weeks 
before the change of the seasons. 
This piece is being written on the 
day after Labor Day and I look 
forward to four fall features that 
never fail. (1) Hickory trees turn- 
ing yellow. They are the first to 
change and always make brilliant 
daubs in the landscape. (2) 
Groundsel blooming on the mea- 
dows. The bushes will cover with 
a silvery white sheen which some- 
what resembles shad bush in the 
spring. (3) The first frost. The 
following morning show dahlias, 
egg plant and tomatoes slick and 
slumped like wet nylon swim 
trunks. (4) Jones Beach Mum 
Show. The display of garden 
chrysanthemums forty or fifty 
varieties — suitable for Long Is- 
land gardens. 

My listing presents a few of the 
changes nature provides as summer 


gives way to fall. There are hun- 
dreds more, many of which our 
readers can supply and should find 
pleasure in contemplating. My list 
is simply a humble effort. 








Not Wagstaff Lake 


Perhaps you have already had 
corrections on the caption of the 
“Wagstaff Lake” picture appearing 
in the September Forum. It is a 
picture used in a pamphlet “His- 
toric Huntington 1653-1903” pub- 
lished for the township’s 250th an- 


niversary and is of the ‘Woolen 
Mill at Cold Spring Harbor, the 
first in New York”. Presumably 


the picture was taken in or about 
1903. 

Incidentally, “Dusty Bennett” 
mentioned by Mr. Lott in his arti- 
cle (September Forum), did not 
retire as a miller but opened a 
grocery store opposite the present 
Cold Spring Harbor Library. Ste- 
phen Pedrick, his young clerk, la- 
ter bought out the business and 
ran it successfully for many years. 

(Mrs.) Estelle V. Newman 
Cold Spring Harbor 


Note: The photo of the mill came 
to the Forum as an original print 
from the estate of the photograph- 
er, Hal B. Fullerton, and contain- 
ed the wrong caption. Editor. 


Stories about the old L. I. whal- 
ing “design” always make good 
reading. S. R. Newell, Syosset. 


Julian Denton Smith’s eye-wit- 
ness description of those terns and 
skimmers that make Jones Beach 
more interesting (September For- 
um) was relished by a number of 
oldtimers hereabouts. J. J. John- 
son, Long Beach. 
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Island’s 


A picture of whaling as carried 
on in colonial days along the south 
shore of Long Island ts supplied 
by Dr. Edward Richard Shaw in 
his “Legends of Fire Island Beach,” 
published in 1895. He writes: 

“From the days of the earliest 
settlement, whaling crews used to 
yo on the Beach. They would live 
there during the season and watch 
the sea by day, ready to launch their 
boats and push off whenever they 
saw a whale blow. Their sup- 
plies were brought from the south 
side of the Island, and fires were 
built on Long Point, as a signal 
for the crew to come off. The Long 
Point of those days is now Ireland's 
Point, which pushes out into the 
bay a mile, about, west of the 
mouth of Carman’s River.” 

When the fire was lighted on 
Long Point, some of the whalers 
would cross Moriches Bay to re- 
ceive the supplies brought by their 
families. Meanwhile a fire would 
be lighted on the beach to direct 
the party back and from this prac- 
tice the name of Fire Place was 
given the section now known as 
South Haven. 

A similar practice was used in 
Babylon town and in certain parts 
of present Nassau County. Along 
the southerly shore of the Rock- 
away Peninsula, however, there was 
no need to follow this system, Al- 
though the records covering this 
area are seemingly conflicting, it 
is pretty certain that it was the site 
of several whaling stations as was, 
in fact, practically every portion of 
the south shore from Jamaica to 
Montauk Point. Declares Daniel 
M. Tredwell in his ‘Personal Rem- 
iniscenses’: “All stranded whales 
were subject to regulations made by 
the General Court in 1644, and we 
believe these regulations applied to 
the entire seacoast of Long Island.” 

In Daniel Denton’s “Brief Des- 
cription,”” published in 1670, we 
read: ‘Upon the south side of the 
island in the winter the store of 
whale and grampusses which the 
inhabitants bring with small boats 
to make a trade of catching to their 
no small benefit. Also an innumer- 
able number of seal which make 
an excellent oyle. They be all win- 
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Great “Whaling Era 


Paul Bailey 
Suffalk County Historian 


ter upon some of the broken 
marshes and beaches or bars of sand 
and might be easily gotten were 
there some skillful man to under- 
take it.” 

Towards the end of the 17th cen- 
tury, more and more Long Islanders 
turned from shore-whaling to the 
deepsea variety, due to a growing 
scarcity of the big mammals in 
local waters. As the white man’s 
improved methods of killing drove 
the whales further away, an ever 
increasing number of sailing vessels 
were used to hunt them down. At 
first, an overnight sail often proved 
sufficient to carry a crew to the 
whaling grounds and small, open 
sloops were used for this purpose. 
In those days one of the most pop- 
ular whaling areas was a_ few 
leagues to the southeast of Montauk 
Point. 

The history of Long Island whal- 
ing during the 1700's and, as a 
matter of fact, until after the War 
of 1812 was a constant lengthening 
of voyages towards the south and 
with it a steady increase in the ton- 
nage and equipment of whaling 
ships. The first drastic increase in 
the number of vessels so employed 
came immediately after that war 
when local whaling ships were 
brought out of hiding in Con- 
necticut and proved inadequate to 
meet the new demand of local capi- 


tal and local manpower to enter the 
industry. 

For several years thereafter, the 
majority of the island’s whaling ves- 
sels found sufficient game no fur- 
ther south than the West Indies. 
A few years later, however, the 
fleet was operating off what were 
known as the False Banks of Brazil, 
always extending their operations 
still further south. Among the 
Long Island whaleships of that per- 
iod were the Argonaut, owned by 
Silas and Lewis Howell and com- 
manded by Captain Eliphalet Hal- 
sey; the Abigail, Andes, Charlotte, 
Governor, Octavia and the Fair 
Helen. On the latter vessel, com- 
manded by Captain Oliver Fowler, 
a Sag Harbor youth named Henry 
Green made his first voyage. 

Four years later Green became 
captain of the Abigail and there- 
after for twenty-two years, com- 
manding in turn the Octavia, Han- 
nibal, Phoenix, Hudson and Huron, 
was one of the most successful 
whaleship skippers hereabouts 
Among the Long Island ship-own 
ers of this period were, besides the 
above-mentioned Silas and Lewis 
Howell, also Stephen and Benjamin 
of the same family, John Gabriel 
and Benjamin Tyler, Philetus Hav- 
ens, Thomas Beebe, the Gardiners, 
Cooks, Woods, Conklins, Cornelius 
Sleight, Post & Sherry, James EF 
Smith, Benjamin Wade who also 
built ships, the Hunttings, Budds, 
W. R. and C. Hitchcock and Wil 





From Drawing by Ambroise Louis Garnery (1783-1857 ) 
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liam Cooper, also a shipbuilder. 
There were others who built their 
own vessels and many who became 
silent partners in a single ship or 
a single voyage. 

James Fenimore Cooper, famous 
for his Leather Stocking Tales and 
other great 19th century novels, did 
his first work as a novelist at Sag 
Harbor and, incidentally, entered 
the Long Island whaling industry in 
1819 as part owner of the ship 
Union. Cooper who belongs to 
Cooperstown, N. Y., which was 
named for his family and where he 
lies buried, was visiting relatives at 
Sag Harbor as a young man when 
he began to write his first book, 
“Precaution.” One also recognizes 
the Long Island atmosphere in his 
story, “Sea Lions,” in which he 
refers to the “small seaport town, 
where the whole industry of the 
place was connected with ships and 
shipping.” 

The 262-ton Union, the first 
Long Island whaling ship to be 
owned and financed by a group of 
shareholders, left on her maiden 
voyage in 1819, commanded by 
Captain Jonathan Osborne of Wain- 


scott, himself an expert harpooner 
whose previous exploits are believed 
to have been the inspiration for 
some of the adventures described in 
Cooper's novels of the sea. He was 
credited with having killed 150 
whales and according to Sleight was 
among the few men who, dragged 
ander water in a tangled line by a 
diving whale, lived to tell of how 
he slashed the line with his sheath- 
knife and ascended half dead to be 
rescued by his shipmates. 

The Union had a most successful 


career, making fourteen voyages 
which produced cargoes worth 
$350,000. Another Long Island 


ship of this period which proved 
profitable was the Argonaut. She 
arrived home in June, 1819, bring- 
ing 1,700 barrels of sperm, a much 
more valuable product than ordin- 
ary whale oil. On this voyage 
which had begun two years before, 
the Argonaut made history by con- 
tinuing on southward of the False 
Banks of Brazil and becoming the 
first Long Island whaleship to 
round Cape Horn and operate in 
the waters of the Pacific. 


Continued on Page 213 











Island’s Largest Display 

Ira J. Friedman, 215 Main Street, 
Port Washington, who has the 
largest display of Long Island 
books, maps and other material, 
is selling Historic Long Island in 
Pictures, Prose and Poetry at list 
price exclusively in that territory. 

—Adv. 





Visitors Welcome 
The General Museum-Library of 
the Suffolk County Historical So- 
ciety, at Riverhead, is open daily 


(except Sundays and Holidays) 
from one to five P. M. 
Visitors always welcome (no 


charge) at this educational insti- 
tution where items connected with 
Long Island’s history, culture and 
natural sciences are on display. 








Museum, Adults 50c, Children 25¢ 








The SUFFOLK MUSEUM at STONY BROOK 
and THE CARRIAGE HOUSE 


Hours: 10 - 5:30 Wednesdays thru Sundays. 


Combination Adult Ticket $1 
GUIDED GROUP TOURS BY APPOINTMENT 


(Closed Mondays and Tuesdays) 
Carriage House, Adults 75c, Children 25c 

















NOVEMBER 1957 








LONG ISLAND 
Books—Maps—Prints 
Paintings—Documents 
Bought and Sold 


Ira J. Friedman 


215 Main Street 
Port Washineton 
Tel. PO 7-3547 


























E. CLAYTON SMITH 


Established 1913 


Jobber-Replacement Parts 
Tools - Equipment 
218-220 East Main St. 


Babylon Tel. MO 9-0551 








The Bowne House 


Historical Society 
Judge Charles S. Colden, President 
presents 
The Bowne House 
Built 1661 
Bowne St. and Fox Lane 
FLUSHING, N.Y. 
A Shrine to Religion Freedom 
ADMISSION FREE 
Sundays, Tuesdays and Saturdays 1to5 P.M 








Blomquist Laundry 


COMPLETE 
LAUNDRY SERVICE t 


11 Cottage Row Glen Cove 
Tel. Glen Cove 4-1105 


Serving the Community 
Since 1900 




















Wines and Liquors 
Large assortment 
Brands at the Lowest Possible 
Prices and in various size con- 
tainers to suit your needs. Losi’s 
Liquor Store, 170 Park Ave., Amity- 
ville. 


of Popular 








The Barth-Hamilton 
Agency, Inc. 
Complete INSURANCE Service 
George C. Barth, President 


134A Broadway Amityville 
AM 4-6600 and 6601 














Phone CHapel 9-2000 








Farmingdale Federal Savings 


and Loan Association 
312 CONKLIN STREET 


is pleased to announce that beginning July 1, 1957 
the anticipated Yearly Dividend Rate will be 


1% Per Annum 


FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 
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‘Young Man's Letters of 1788 


MONG the old papers _be- 

longing to Miss Katherine W. 
Davis of Miller Place were some 
letters written by my great-great- 
uncle, Benjamin Strong. These she 
has kindly allowed Miss Margaret 
S. Davis to copy for me with per- 
mission to use them in any way 
I wished. These letters are very 
different from the letters I have, 
written to his own family. These 
are written by a boy of eighteen 
to his friend, Nathaniel Davis. 
Benjamin had apparently written 
a poem which had given offense 
to some people. He mentions this 
in one of the letters. However it 
does not seem to have worried his 
mind. Just what the poem said 
we do not know for that has been 
lost. In the same letter he thanks 
his friend for sending him a ‘bun- 
die of quills’ (pens), but evidently 
was feeling pretty short at that 
time. This letter was dated April 
28, 1788. 

Benjamin was evidently fond of 
writing letters, as you will see by 
the date of the next letter: 

“New York July 5, 
Dear Sir 

I Recd yours of the 30th Ult by 
Mr. Davis, and agreable to your 
Request have sent you | doz & 10 
Rings (cost 1/ doz) the size of 
the ‘patron’ you inclosed I also 
inclose you a Cuff and Pocket flap 
the Manner in which they make 
the Coats at present by wich you 
will see that they are made exactly 
as your Regimental Coats only with 
this difference, (they are not Lap- 
peled and where there is 4 Buttons 
on the Regimental Coats you put 
But 2 on the plain Coats) — As 
1 am no Taylor the Cuff and Flap 
is not cut in any Form but cut 
so as to give some directions. 

Yesterday we celebrated Indepen- 
dence by Parading all the Uniform 
Troops in this City and Fired many 
Salutes. The day was conducted 
with that good Order so Character- 
istic of New York and no material 
accident happened. Next Thurs- 
day is the day appointed that we 
are to have the Federal Procession 
on acct. that Ten States have Adopt- 
ed the Constitution. Great Prep- 
arations are now Making and | 


1788 


Kate W’. Strong 


hope we shall Rival everything of 
the kind yet attempted. 

While you are Basking in the 
Sun Shine of the Fine Young Lad- 
ies among you, I am obliged to 
take up with the small number 
that thinks it worth while to come 
to New York, at Present here is 
Betsey and Julia Two very nice 
Girls, but nothing compared to your 
Dorothy's Rebecca's &c. My best 
Compliments as usual and believe 
me to be Your Sincere Friend 

Benj Strong 
P.S. There is no Fashion for put 
ting Buttons under Side of the 

Cuff only for Convenience to 

have the Sleeve loose for to put 

off and on.’ 

Benjamin evidently very 
fond of clothes, for in a letter to 
his father written when he was in 
Alexander Hamilton’s office he 
asked that his New York 
allow him a certain amount for 
clothes, because, as he added, his 
father would see the 
his being as well dressed as the 
others in the office. 


was 


agent 


necessity of 


following 


As you see by the 
letter, the procession he spoke of 
right away 


did not come off 


%, 


From Painting “Rock of Ages” by William M. Davis, L. |. Artist. The 


New York Wednesday July 9, ‘88 
Mr. Nat 

I wrote you by Richard Davis 
with whome I sent you some Rings 
which hope you have Received, 
advising that the Federal Procession 
was to be To-morrow however on 
account of the Mechanics not be- 
ing able to git Prepared it is post- 
poned until Tuesday the 22nd. 
Inst. As I learn by Mr. Davis that 
you talk of coming down to New 
York next trip, I think would be 
worth while for you to hurry a 
little to be here on that day as 
I have not the least doubt but it 
will be worth seeing. 

Mr. Davis tells me he expects 
to be here by that time and | 
flatter myself with having the 
pleasure of seeing you, which | 
have not been gratified with for 
this year Past with my Compli- 
ments to your C - - - y, I Remain 
dear Sir your Friend and Humbel 
Servant Benj Strong” 


You have mentioned Roy Grum- 
man, famous planemaker, as being 
a native of Huntington town. Don- 
ald Douglas who rose to fame on 
the west coast in the same field 
is also a native Long Islander 
Brooklyn. J. P. Hoad, Flatbush. 





Original, Owned by the Misses Strong, is in Frick Gallery. 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers of 





Sayville 





Lillian H. Robinson, Realtor 
Real Estate, Insurance 
Furnished Cottages 
Farms - Homes - Acreage 
169 W. Main St. SAyville 4-1900 
Member of L. I. Real Estate Board 





Munsey Park 


See Wile for 
Worth While Real Estate 
General Brokerage 
Manhasset and vicinity 
DAVID T. WILE JR. & CO. 
8393 Northern Blvd. Manhasset 667 








Mineola 





J. ALFRED VALENTINE 
Real Estate - Insurance 
148 Mineola Boulevard 
Phone Garden City 7-7200 








Hicksville 





SEAMAN & EISEMANN, Inc. 
Real Estate - Insurance 


167 Broadway Tel. WElls 1-0600 





Riverhead 


DUGAN REALTY COMPANY 
Eastern Long Island Country 
Places along Ocean, Sound, 
Peconic, Shinnecock Bays. 








Northport 





EDWARD BIALLA 
ALBERT M. ZILLIAN 
EDWIN N. ROWLEY, INC 
Real Estate — Insurance 
Appraisals 
74 Main Street 
NOrthport 3-0108 and 2272 
Members L. I. Real Estate Board 








EASTPORT 
Edward B. Bristow 
Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street EAstport 5-0164 














Savings Accounts opened 
and Banking-by-Mail 


The Union 
Savings Bank 


of Patchogue, New York 


The only Savings Bank in 
Western Suffolk County 


Member Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation 
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Undersized Crabs 


Order of L. I. Clamdiggers! 
You’ve got something there. Put 
me down as a member as_ soon 
as you get started. 

If your State Conservation De- 
partment doesn’t do something 
about the pcople who are taking 
little two and three inch crabs 
out of Great South Bay coming 
generations are not going to know 
what a real crab looks like. They 
take everything that moves and 
mash them up to make crab soup. 
It’s time it was stopped. Herschel 
D. Worth, Hialeah, Florida and 
Long Cove, L. I. 

This is in reply to your note re- 
questing information concerning 
the legal size of crabs which may 
be taken from the waters of New 
York State. Although it is ap- 
parent that only commercial fish- 
ermen know the legal size of the 
various species of fish and shell- 
fish which may be taken from the 
New York marine waters, such 
size limits apply to the recreation 
or sport fishermen when shellfish 
are involved. The legal size of 
crabs is 5” from tip to tip of the 
spikes. Shedder or peeler crabs 
measuring less than 3” across the 
new soft shell from tip to tip of 
the spikes or any soft crab mea- 
suring less than 31/,” across the 
shell from tip to tip of the spikes 
are not of legal size. 

Actually, this law should be com- 
plied with by even the uninformed 
because crabs smaller than those 
designated are of little value as 
far as the meat content is con- 
cerned. 

I trust this is the information 
you desire. If I can be of further 
assistance to you in any matters 
pertaining to marine fisheries, 
please feel free to call upon me 
at any time. 

Harold F. Udell 
Marine Fisheries Sanitarian 
State Conservation Commission 


South Haven’s 200th Year 





I have been advised that I com- 
mitted two errors in my letter to 
the Forum which appeared in the 
September issue. South Haven was 
so named on May 3, 1757 by vote 
of the Town Meeting as so stated 
in the June 1939 issue of the Long 
Island Forum by the Rev. George 
Borthwick in his very interesting 
history of the South Haven Church. 

In taking notes from Mr. Borth- 


Continued on next page 


Port Washington 





Howard C. Hegeman Agency, Inc. 
Real Estate and Insurance 
POrt Wash. 7-3124 185 Main St. 





Commack 


Established — 1925 
JOHN W. NOTT 
Listings Wanted, Farms, Acreage 
Estates East of Huntington 
Jericho Turnpike at Commack, L. I. 
FOrest 8-9322 


Huntington 
HENRY A. MURPHY 
INSURING AGENCY, Inc. 
Real Estate, Insurance, Mortgage 
Loans, Appraisals 


Steamship Tickets 
Cornelius L. Murphy Tel. Hunt. 176 











Wyandanch 


HAROLD S. ISHAM 
All Lines of Insurance 
Real Estate 
Straight Path, Wyandanch 
Tel. Midland 7755 








Mastic 





Realtor—Insuror 
BENJAMIN G. HERRLEY 
MONTAUK HIGHWAY 
Phone ATlantic—1-8110 


Glen Head 
M. O. HOWELL 
Real Estate - Insurance 
25 Glen Head Road 
Telephone ORiole 6-0491 
Established Over 50 Years 











Bay Shore 
Auto and Other Insurance 
— Real Estate — 
HENNING & STEEL, Inc. 
83 E. Main, MOhawk 5-0876 & 0877 
Central Islip 
ROBERT E. O’DONOHUE 
Carleton Ave. Tel. 6317 Central Islip 
Real Estate - Insurance 
Established 1911 

















W. E. MAGEE, Ine. 


Insurance and Real Estate 
Francis B. Garvey 
Robert Snyder 


Babylon MOhawk 1-2600 














Ketcham & Colyer, Inc. 
INSURANCE 


George S. Colyer, Secy. 
Broadway and Park Ave. 


AMityville 4-0198 
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Homeland 





Uniondale 


PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 


889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 








Patchogue 





Realtors—Insurors 


JOHN J. ROE & SON 
125 E. Main St. GRover 5-2100 





Glen Cove 


HAROLD A. JACKSON CO. 
Insurance and Real Estate 
7 W.Glen St. Tel. ORiole 6-1500 
And 15 Forest Ave., Locust Valley. 


Westbury 











HAMILTON R. HILL 
Insurance - Real Estate 
For Westbury and Vicinity 
EDgewood 3-0108 249 Post Ave. 








Floral Park 


EDMUND D. PURCELL 
REALTOR 
Sales - Appraisals - Insurance 
111 Tyson Ave. FLoral Park 4-0333 








Lake Ronkonkoma 





CLIFFORD R. YERK 
Lots, Farms, Shore Frontage 


Homes Acreage 
Rosedale Ave. and Richmond Blvd. 
Telephones Ronkonkoma 8543 and 8859 





East Norwich 


RICHARD DOWNING & SONS 
Real Estate & Insurance Brokers 





North Hempstead Turnpike 
Tel. OYster Bay 6-0592 


" BENJT. WEsT 


Real Estate - Insurance 


EAST /ETAUKET 
Long island, New York 
* Tel.10l Setauket ss 














Unqua Agency, Inc. 
General Insurance 
Real Estate 
GORDON W. FRASER, Mgr. 
199-A Broadway AMityville 4-0376 




















wick’s four-part history, as I fre- 
quently do from back numbers of 
the Forum, I imagine I wrote too 
hurriedly. Please forgive me. 
Mrs. Cora P. Bacon 
Hempstead 


New State History 


A great public need is undoubt- 
ediy met in the recent publication 
of “A Short History of New York 
State” by Cornell University Press 
in co-operation with the State His- 
torical Association. It represents 
the combined work of four well 
qualified students, Prof. David M. 
Ellis of Hamilton College, Dean 
James A. Frost of S. U. of N. Y. 
Teachers College at Oneonta, and 
Prof. Harold C. Syrett and Dean 
Emeritus Harry J. Carman of Co- 
lumbia University. 

These four well-known _histor- 
ians have collaborated to produce 
a distinguished work designed not 
only for teachers and students, but 
for the general reader as well. 

The large, handsome volume con- 
tains the story of New York from 
the time of the Algonkians and 
Iroquois up to the present. Be- 
sides giving a complete account of 
the colonial period, the Revolution 
and on through the 19th century to 
the present, the work treats of such 
subjects as labor, industry, agri- 
culture, religion, education, litera- 
ture and the arts, showing their 
development with that of the 
State’s political, economic and so- 
cial advancements. 

Additional features of the volume 
are the annotated and extensive 
bibliography and a 32-page section 
of illustrations together with num- 
erous maps, tables and charts, pre- 
pared for ready reference. 

Certainly no school or public li- 
brary can afford to be without 
one or more copies of this truly 
distinguished. work. Indeed, there 
is need for it in every home and 
by every citizen who would acquire 
a better understanding of the pro- 
cesses that have combined _ to 
make New York the nation’s Em- 
pire State. 

The volume, priced at $7.75, may 
be obtained from the Cornell Uni- 
versiity Press, 124 Roberts Place, 
ithaca, WN. Y. 


“A Successful Treasure Hunt” 
(by Douglas Tuomey in September 
Forum is the sort of story that 
will perpetuate the romantic past 
of Fire Island of which too little 
has been told. Capt. George Jeffrey, 
Newark. 


East Quogue 
GEO. H. JONES 
Real Estate and Insurance 


Squires Ave., East Quogue 
Tel. Hampton Bays 2-0190 








Wantagh 
W. J. JORGENSEN 
Realtor — Appraisals 
Tel. Wantagh 2210 








Wading River 
WM. L. MILLER & SON 
Real Estate and Insurance 


Phone: Wading River 4323 








Garden City 


BULKLEY ¢ |JORTON (0. 





GST UIA7Oo) (REALTORS) 


7 OFFICES) 


“*Brooklyn and Long Island's Largest 
Real Estate Organization” 


721 Franklin Ave. PI 6-5400 








**The Fame Behind the Name’’ 


HARDER 


Extermination Service, Inc. 
Termite Control, Mothproof- 
ing and all other services 
Phone Nearest Office 


GRover 5-2100 HUntington 4-2304 
PArk 7- 2943 1Vanhoe 1-8800 
MOhawk 9-2020 SOuthampton 1-0346 
BEllport 7-0604. STony Brook 17-0917 


F. Kenneth Harder Robert Troup 
President Vice-President 














Mortgage Loans 


First Mortgage Loans 
Are Our Specialty 


When you’ve found the 
home you would like to buy 
or build, consult us about 
financing. 


Su#olk County’s 
Oldest Savings Bank 


Incorporated 1858 
Southold Savings Bank 
Southold, New York 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers 





We Erring Humans 


The September Forum was very 
interesting, though there were a 
few minor items on which I should 
like to remark. 

Page 173. The account of how 
they located the buried treasure is 
not at all clear. As an old graduate 
engineer, who studied both survey- 
ing and astronomy, I can assure 
you that you can’t locate a point 
by sighting on a constellation. Nor 
can you establish a line by sighting 
from a point in the middle of it. 








HOMES - Sales and Rentals 


Lots, acreage, waterfront, motels, 
guest houses, businesses, in the 
most hospitable surfside village of 
Eastern Long Island, and surround- 
ing area. EAST END REALTY, 
29 Main St., Southampton, N. Y. 








Benj. G. Huskisson 
INSURANCE REAL ESTATE 
POrt Jefferson 8-0372 


208 East Main St., Port Jefferson 




















Be Smart! Pick up and go to 
oe 


MOST 
Hore rocnaPh Ic 


INC. 


18 Deer Park Ave. 
BABYLON 
BAbylon 6-0927 


SUFFOLK’S FIRST 
GUILD OPTICIANS 





You must sight from one end to the 


other, and establish points in be- 
tween. No doubt this account is 
what the observers reported, but 


as they could not approach closely, 
and probably did not write down 
their story until years later, it is 
pretty badly garbled. Anyhow, the 
searchers found the treasure, how- 
ever inaccurate the details may be. 


Page 174. Marquise should be 
Marquis. A marquise is by defini- 
tion a woman, which Lafayette cer- 
tainly was not. 

Page 175. Concerning Mr. Wells’ 
request for a history of railroading 
on Long Island, a very good his- 
tory appeared in the Long Island 
Railroader, issues of July, August, 
September and October 1952. It was 
written by Felix E. Reifschneider, 
and according to my notes was re- 
printed from a book by Henry 
Isham Hazelton, published in 1925 
by Lewis Historical Publishing Co. 
I used a copy of these articles, 
loaned to me by Raymond Dins- 
more, in writing my story in the 
Long-Islander Tercentenary Edi- 
tion. 

Page 169. Banberry should be 
Banbury. The suffix bury is quite 
common in names of English 
towns. I have passed through Ban- 
bury, which is famous for its buns. 

Page 164, fourth line from bot- 
tom. A trifling typographical er- 
ror. The letter t is missing in the 
word actually. 

Please forgive my carping. You 
are doing a fine job, and I marvel 
at your ability to keep on finding 
new items of history. 

John J. Klaber 
Huntington 
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Babylon 





CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 


Lots - Plots - Acreage 
W. Main, by Lake MOhawk 9-0644 








LONG ISLAND 


Sillygerth, REAL ESTATE 


for more than 40 years 


Main office on Main road at 
Mattituck. Tel. Mattituck 9-8434. 
Nassau County office at 169% 
Northern Blvd., Manhasset. Tel. 
Manhasset 7 2646. 








Real Estate Insurance 


EDWARD F. COOK 


East Hampton 
Telephone 4-1440 














LEON R. EDELSTEIN 
Babylon Town Real Estate 
Wanted to Purchase old L. I. 
Maps, Documents. 
63) Sunrise Highway Babylon 
Tel. MOhawk 9-1144 














Hubbell, Klapper & Hubbell 
LONG ISLAND REAL ESTATE 


65 Hilton Avenue 
Garden City, N. Y. 














REAL ESTATE 


Insurance Mortgages 


JOHN T. PULIS 


101 Richmond Ave, Amityville 
AMityville 4-1489 














: Che 
S\uffolk Group 


Iucorpurated 


ESTATE PLANNING 


FOR THE 
AVERAGE FAMILY 
190 Merrick Road, Amityville 





Tel. AMityvil'e 4-6868 
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Continued from page 208 

The oil-soaked port of Sag Har- 
bor experienced its first of several 
disastrous conflagrations on May 
26, 1817, leaving most of the water- 
front and business section a com- 
plete shambles. Because of the de- 
struction, but two whaleships dis- 
charged cargoes at that port during 
the balance of the year. In 1818 
the number increased to four, the 
following year to five and in 1820 
to six. In 1822 nine whaleships 
brought in cargoes and thereafter 
for more than two decades the an- 
nual increase was steady as well as 
sufficiently great to absorb all avail- 
able capital and manpower. 

The ships of that era were built 
to last, barring accident. The Han- 
nibal, launched in 1818, served as 
a whaler continuously until the year 
1845 when at Rio de Janiero she 
was officially condemned and des- 
troyed. The Thames brought in 
cargoes totaling $200,000 before be- 
ing declared unseaworthy in 1838, 
some years before the industry 
reached its peak. 


According to the late T. Bache 
Bleecker, one of the founders of 
the Whaling Museum located at 
Cold Spring Harbor, the first 
whaleship to clear that port, then 
known as Cold Spring, was the 379- 
ton Tuscarora, on September 9, 
1837. This fact is verified by Star- 
buck’s “History of the American 
Whale Fishery” which reports that 
18 months later the vessel returned 
with 1,280 barrels of whaleoil and 
120 barrels of sperm, taken in the 
south Atlantic. 

The year of the Tuscarora’s de- 
parture also marked the organizing 
of the Cold Spring Whaling Com- 
pany of which the “managing own- 
er’ was John H. Jones, great-grand- 
son of Major Thomas Jones, settler 
of Fort Neck (Massapequa) in 
1705. The latter was one of Nas- 
sau County's earliest shore-whalers, 
being licensed by Governor Corn- 
bury “to take drift whales on ye 
gut adjoining Mr. Nicoll’s land 
(Islip) and the west end of Graves- 
end Beach” (Brooklyn). 

Practically all whaling operations 
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from Cold Spring were financed by 
this company. Among its principal 
ships, besides the Tuscarora, were 
the Barclay, Monmouth, N. P. Tall- 
madge, Richmond, Alice, Hunts- 
ville, Splendid and Sheffield. The 
latter, of 579 tons, was said to be 
the largest of all Long Island whal- 
ing ships. One of the smallest 
was the Barclay, of only 167 tons, 
which on her first voyage brought 
back 664 barrels of sperm, worth 
considerably more than whaleoil. 
Such a cargo meant enormous pro- 
fits to the company which was 
capitalized for $100,000. 

One of the most profitable voy- 
ages of a Cold Spring vessel was 
that of the Sheffield in 1849 when 
she returned with 200 barrels of 
sperm, 4,000 barrels of whaleoil 
and 22,000 pounds of whale-bone. 
One voyage of the bark Monmouth 
in 1854 produced 345 barrels of 
sperm, 1,380 of whaleoil and 11,- 
700 pounds of bone. The best years 
for the Cold Spring Whaling Com- 
pany were from 1850 to 54. The 
years 1855 to ’60 showed ever di- 














THE “HISTORY HOUSES” 


OF THE FUTURE 


Are Being Financed by Your Savings Bank Now 





MORTGAGE MONEY AVAILABLE 
FOR HOME BUILDERS AND BUYERS 





RIVERHEAD SAVINGS BANK 


85 YEARS OF SERVICE TO SAVERS AND HOME OWNERS 


RIVERHEAD, N. Y. 


PARK 7-3600 
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minishing returns and in the latter 
year, the company having disposed 
of the last of its ships, the Shef- 
field, Splendid aid Monmouth, 
closed its books aid ended the in- 
dustry in that port. 

During its heyday, however, Cold 
Spring was among the island's bus- 
iest shipping centers. On the wharf 
on the harbor’s westerly side stood 
a huge building known as the 
Cooper Shop in which oil barrels 
were made. Other nearby buildings 
produced or sold various other 
whaling paraphernalia and the sec- 
tion, which is now occupied by the 
Biological Association, was known 
as Bung Town. 

The easterly side of the harbor 
was called Bedlam street because 
of the -noisy sailors who there 
sought amusement. Overlooking 
the water from a nearby hill stood 
a small cannon which was fired to 
announce an incoming ship. At 
such times, men, women and chil- 
dren gathered on the wharf to greet 
friends and relatives or simply to 
hear “foreign news” first hand. 

Often the news given was not 
pleasant. In 1845 one ship re- 
ported the death of John Drury at 
Honolulu. The Huntsville’s mate 
had been killed by a whale. In 
1850 Captain Winters, having lost 
his ship, the Richmond, in Bering 
Strait, died aboard another vessel. 
There were many widows in Cold 
Spring in those days. 

During the year 1841 whaling 
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reached new heights for Long Is- 
land. That year thirty vessels 
brought to Sag Harbor an aggregate 
of 6,727 barrels of sperm, 58,827 
barrels of whaleoil and 482,110 
pounds of bone. By then, a voyage 
had become a matter of, not 
months, but years. Operations had 
been extended from the South At- 
lantic, around Cape Horn or 
through the Straits of Magellan to 
the Pacific. Then up the west coast, 
further each year, the Long Island 
ships had gradually approached 
Alaskan waters, meanwhile crossing 
the Pacific to Hawaii, then called 
the Sandwich Islands ‘which became 
the principal base of supplies for 
east coast whalers. 

Besides whaleoil, Long Island 
ships often brought back native sail- 
ors from distant ports. At Sag 
Harbor during this era Kanakas, 
Portuguese, Fiji Islanders, Malay- 
ans, West Indians, Africans and 
local Shinnecocks and Montauks 
were as common a sight as Cau- 
casians. Though born sailors and 
fine whalemen, they needed ship- 





NOVEMBER 1957 


board discipline. Between voyages 
they constituted quite a problem for 
the local authorities. Nevertheless, 
some of these visitors from far 
places became excellent citizens and 
their descendants are living here to- 
day. 

There was plenty of employment 
on shore as well as on ships. Ware- 
houses, chandleries, cooperages, 
blacksmith shops, try-works and 
shipyards all needed strong-armed 
men. Although a captain's word 
was law at sea, in port, declared 
Harry Sleight, captain and men 
mingled without distinction. The 
same was true of shipowners and 
other local businessmen. At Jim 
Smith's place, called North Battery, 
and on John Budd's dock, all men 
engaged in whaling or any of its 
many sidelines met on an even 
footing. 

Cooperage shops were common 
gathering places. Here men made 
and repaired oil barrels. The whale- 
ships carried their barrels “knocked 
down,” below decks. It was the 
task of the ship’s carpenter to put 
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them together as they were needed. 
In the cooperage shops, the stacks 
of staves served as tiers of seats for 
those who came in to do their daily 
“chinning’. Daniel Y. Bellows, 
Henry Tryon, Charlie Seeley and 
Henry Stewart ran Sag Harbor’s 
principal cooperage shops. Sam 
L'Hommedieu operated, besides a 
warehouse, a very busy rope walk. 
John Gawley had a shop for ‘‘gaug- 
ing” oil before it was shipped to 
market. William Cooper made the 
finest whaleboats and John Ford- 
ham the best harpoons. 

Charlie Douglas ran a chandlery 
and House Crowell had a sail-loft. 
There was also the so-called Music 
Hall, erected by the Hunttings, 
where traveling troupes occasionally 
played and local talent staged bene- 
fit performances. Here and there 
all over town were large excava- 
tions, smeared with cement, for the 
storage of oil. Because of the great 
fire hazard, for Sag Harbor was 
fairly saturated with oil, water buck- 
ets were kept handy in_ stores, 
homes and on the streets. Not- 
withstanding this precaution, how- 
ever, the whole shorefront and busi- 
ness section was destroyed in 1845. 


A Whaling Yarn 


Naturally, the very word “can- 
nibalism” is repulsive, per se, yet 
the grisly and repugnant practice 
has not always been a rarity. In 
the mists of antiquity and down 
the corridors of time human be- 
ings in dire extremity have had 
recourse to the fundamental phil- 
osophy, “self-preservation is the 
first law of life.” 


Not only inhabitants of beleag- 
ured cities and starving Eskimos 
have been driven to revert to this 
ghastly form of hunger-appease- 
ment, but frequently it was not 
unknown to shipwrecked sailors 
marooned on lonely, barren _is- 


lands. The pangs of hunger know 
no bounds. 

Not long ago I chanced upon 
a choice gem on the lighter side 
of the gruesome topic. 

In the 1850’s whaling fleets 
roamed the seven seas. A voyage 
averaged approximately two years, 
and when Elmer Prouty, harpoon- 
er and first mate aboard the 
Saucy Sue, failed to return after 
three years, his relatives thought 
little of it. But time went by, and 
finally, after an elapse of seven 
years, Elmer suddenly re-appeared. 
No Saucy Sue, no explanation, 
only Elmer Prouty, first mate. 

With Yankee taciturnity, Elmer 
refused to discuss the trip. To 
pleas of sorrowing relatives, and 
owners alike, he was laconic. He 
never sailed again, but puttered at 
ship’s models and whittling. One 
day his young nephew, playing 
with a chum, said: “Uncle Elmer, 
this is Ezra Slocum. Surely you 
remember him?” But Uncle Elmer 
merely grunted. 

“But,” pursued the lad, “his 
father was Capt. Ezra Slocum of 
the Saucy Sue, remember?” Uncle 
Elmer spat, and just this once 
made an enlightening remark; 
then never referred to the matter 
again. “I oughta’—I ’et him.” 

Wilson L. Glover 
Southold 
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A Clamdigging Pro 


I think the Order of Clamdiggers 
is an excellent idea. During the 
summer of 1954 I dug clams pro- 
fessionally while on vacation from 
college. My N. Y. State license 
number was 7,872 and my tag num- 
ber, which had to be put on each 
bushel basket of clams sold, was 
2,690. I also have a permanent per- 
mit from the town of Hempstead. 
Richard A. Winsche, Bellerose. 





The Surf Hotel, built on Fire Is- 
land in 1859 by David S. S. Sammis 
of Babylon, was one of the earliest 
summer beach hotels along the At- 
lantiz coast. 


The last carrier-pigeon recorded 
on Long Island was seen at Miller 
Place in 1890 by A. H. Helme. In 
April 1759 the New York Market 
had 75,000 of these birds on hand 
at one time and was advertising 
them at fifty for a shilling. 


The Arkansas Gazette was found- 
ed November 20, 1819 at Little 
Rock by William Edward Wood- 
ruff, born at Fire Place (Brook- 
haven), L. I, December 24, 1795 
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Continued from page 202 

H. Howard Newins whose grand- 
father was Samuel Hulse, long- 
time keeper of the Fire Island 
lighthouse. Unlike any other photo- 
graph, drawing or painting of the 
beacon, this picture shows a large 
timber or boom lashed across the 
lower platform immediately below 
the light cage, and thereby hangs 
a tale, or we should say, thereby 
hung Samuel Hulse. 

The story as related to us was 
that the United States Government 
was absolutely unable to get any- 
one to take the position as keeper 
of the lighthouse, as it was the 
general opinion of the people liv- 
ing along the south shore that the 
massive pile of brick would be 
undermined by the terrific storms 
which swept across the island and 
topple jnto the bay or ocean. 
After newspaper advertisements 
and postings in local postoffices 
failed to produce a single applica- 
tion for the position, the super- 
‘intendent of lighthouses traveled 
to Bay Shore to investigate the 
situation. He was promptly ad- 
vised of the local feeling against 
the structure. Finally, in desper- 
ation he appealed to the postmast- 
er, and was told that he might find 
the man he wanted in Samuel 
Hulse, a powerful young man who 
owned a fleet of small boats and 
knew the bay, the ocean and Fire 
Island as well as he knew the in- 
side of his own home. 

After considerable discussion 
Sam Hulse agreed to take the job, 
but under his own terms, which 
were that he not have to climb 
the circular iron stairs inside the 
lighthouse in order to light the 
lamps. When the superintendent 
replied that a keeper was useless 
unless the lamps were lit every 
night, Hulse assured, him that they 
would be lit. He would rig a boom 
with a bosun’s-chair outside the 
shaft, and his wife and daughters 
would hoist him up each day at 
sundown. Said Hulse “If it falls 
over, IT can die in the open, and 
not in that brick tunnel. That’s 
my proposition, so take it or leave 
it”. The government took it. 

Douglas Tuomey 
Brightwaters 


Likes Corwin’s Stories 


I read the Forum from cover 
to cover every issue, and I always 
look for those very interesting ar- 
ticles by Capt. Wilbur Corwin. 
Musical Foxhounds in the Septem- 
ber number was exceptionally good. 
Capt. Bob Newins, Patchogue. 
(President Hunters’ Garden) 
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Early Photo of Fire Island Light 
Showing Keeper's Boom 
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Forum Christmas Gifts 


Those who plan to send Forum 
subscriptions as Christmas gifts 
should send in the order as early 
as possible. Simply send the names 
and addresses of recipients, togeth- 
er with $2 for each year. We no- 
tify each such recipient on a spec- 
ial Christmas card before the holi- 
day, and start the subscription with 
the January 1958 number. 

Every year the number of these 
gift subscriptions has increased as 
old ones are renewed and new 
ones come in. It is a simple way 
to please any number of friends 
each Christmas by sending us a 
list of their names and addresses 
and a single check to cover, at $2 
a year. 

It is important, however, that we 
receive orders early enough to in- 
sure recipients being notified just 
prior to the holiday. 


Suffolk County Book 








Ira J. Friedman, Port Washing- 
ton bookdealer, has the exclusive 
sales for the book, “Know Suf- 
folk”, by the late Nathaniel R. 
Howell. To quote the author’s fore- 
word, in part: “This little book 
has been a long-time growing. Here 
it is, not a history full of dates 
and dry events, but something that 
has vim and go in it. The subject 
matter develops naturally as_ it 
glides from the old to the new. 
Although here and there assumed 
characters have been placed in the 
story, the background of each epi- 
sode is historically true.” 

The book, published in 1952, sells 
at $2.50 postpaid and may be ob- 
tained by addressing Ira J. Fried- 
man, 215 Main Street, Port Wash- 
ington, L. I. 


STATEMENT 


required by the act of August 24, 
1912, as amended by the acts of 
March 3, 1933, and July 2, 1946, 
showing the ownership and man- 
agement of the Long Island Forum, 
published monthly at Amityville, 
N. Y., for October 1, 1957. 

The name and address of the 
publisher, editor and owner is Paul 
Bailey, Amityville, N. Y. 

The known bondholders, mort- 
gagees, and other security holders 
owning or holding 1 per cent or 
more of total amount of bonds, 
mortgages, or other securities are: 
None. 

Sworn to before me this 20th day 
of September, 1957. 


Hugo C. Waldau, Jr. 
Notary Public 
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Old Time Horse Sheds 


The Sound Avenue Congregation- 
al Church in Riverhead Town has 
a set of horse sheds which are uni- 
que on Long Island and are over 
100 years old. These sheds, togeth- 
er with a two-story structure con- 
structed prior to 1834 as a church 
but now used as a parish hall, form 
a unit that has long been admired 
by passers-by. They are sadly in 
need of repairs which the congre- 
gation cannot afford. It therefore 
leaves two alternatives, either tear 
them down or secure financial aid 
from some outside agency interest- 


Other Old Time Horse 
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Sheds, Now Gone. 


ed in preserving examples of early 
Americana for the enjoyment of 
future generations. 

I have been appointed on a com- 
mittee to recommend action on 
these sheds, but before recommend- 
ing tearing them down, it was de- 
cided to explore all possibilities of 
securing outside aid for their res- 
toration. Is there anything possible 
that you can do for us? Or could 
you advise us of any agencies 
which might be interested in help- 
ing. 

Kenneth Wells, Jr. 
Riverhead 








trated. Postpaid $1. 


“Long Island Whalers” 


By Paul Bailey 
The history of whaling by L. I. ships and men for 
more than 200 years, briefly told. Showing the begin- 
ning, the rise, the peak and the decline and finish of, 
the industry between the 1640’s and 1870’s. Well illus- 
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New York’s Designer From Spain 


The woman or girl who wears her 
clothes with a sophisticated air is 
likely to be wearing a costume by 
Enrique de la Medina. Mr. Medina, 
who is the young designer for the 
long-established house, Ruffolo 
Brothers—Philip Mangone, is pic- 
tured here with a group of his 
resort-wear designs. His trade- 
mark is soft styling, whether in slim 
or full-skirt silhouette, and ex- 
quisite detail. 

Talented, dark, handsome and 
slender young Medina was born in 
Spain, and he speaks five lan- 
guages. He came to New York, 
studied at the Traphagen School 
of Fashion, then returned to Eu- 


rope. It was in Paris that his 
abilities first attracted major at- 
tention. For Madeleine de Rauch 
he did ~several successful collec- 


tions. He worked for Dior, too. 
Then he headed for New York 
again where shortly he joined his 
present firm. 

Mr. Medina’s feeling for his alma 
mater, one of his first “homes” in 
America, is a warm one. He serves 
as a speaker and design judge at 
the school as is the habit of many 
others of the successful alumni. 
Examples of work by a number of 
these former students, and the 
methods they use, are always on 
display at Traphagen, 1680 Broad- 
way (52nd St.), New York, where 
visitors are welcome to drop in and 








Hand Carved Eagles 


for indoor or outdoor decor- 
ation, gold-leaf and weather- 
proofed. Class boat p!aques, 
ship models built and repaired. 
Unique marine lamps, trays 
and gifts by New England 
craftsmen. Free illustrated 
Catalog. 


Richard Orr Ship Studios 


3% Water Street and Mystic Seaport 
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see the wide variety of fashion 
careers open to those with talent 
and training. One of Enrique de 
la Medina’s favorite “tools of his 
trade” is his design notebook for 
which he jots down sketches of 
ideas as they come to him whether 
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at work, on vacation, or at home, 
where he also indulges his relaxing 
hobby growing orchids on old 
Victorian racks in his charming 
mid- Manhattan apartment. He 
ho'ds his valuable notebook in the 
photograph of him seen here. 











“Know Suffolk” 


by the late 
Nathaniel Robinson Howell 
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Easier Living with “LIL’ 


( SO-0-0 EASY! STACK we \\ 


DISHES, GLASSES, POTS AND 
PANS... THEY COME OUT 
SPARKLING CLEAN 


| 
AND DRY! a, 






i REALLY THE LADY 
OF THE HOUSE WHEN YOU 
HAVE A FULLY AUTOMATIC 
FLECTRIC DISHWASHER TO DO 


YOUR CLEAN-UP CHORES! 
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Come Out 
of the Kitchen, Mom... 


'et ne DISHWASHER ¢e 


Modern Automatic Dishwashers 
Wash and Dry the Dishes, tco 








It’s the dawn of a glorious new day! No 
more dishwashing drudgery for Mom... or 
Pop or the kids! No more drying either! A 
fully automatic dishwasher does the chore 
quickly, easily, efficiently—your dishes are 
cleaner, more sanitary . . . they really sparkle! 
And you can join your guests! 


Take your choice of the many automatic : 
dishwashers on the market . . . pick the one PORTABLE 
FREESTANDING that suits you best, fits into your kitchen, does TOP-LOADING 

teeta the job you want done. See your Appliance pee 6 months 
Dealer for details. The important thing is — supply of dishwasher 
this: an automatic dishwasher saves you, and 431L.C0 custome. 
does the work quickly, completely, and with- buying one of these 

: famous brand auto- 

out fuss or trouble... helps you to live better matic electric dish- 

electrically! eee So a beter 

AMERICAN KITCHENS ¢ FRIGIDAIRE 

GENERAL ELECTRIC * HOTPOINT ¢- KELVINATOR 
KITCHEN AID «- RCA-WHIRLPOOL 
UNDER-COUNTER WESTINGHOUSE ¢ WASTE KING 

PULL-DRAWER 


See your LONG ISLAND 


Appliance Dealer today... 


ask about his LIGHTING COMPANY 


easy budget terms! 





























THE 
RENDEZVOUS 
in the Continental Tradition 
LUNCHEON — DINNER 


Private Banquet Room 
for Receptions and Parties 


Air Conditioned — Closed Tuesdays 
292 Merrick Rd. Amityville 
Phone AMityville 4-9768 














ZIKOLL’S 
Old Landmark Inn 


A place to relax — 
To dine at leisure in 
an atmosphere of yesteryear 
LUNCHEONS-DINNERS 
"Closed Mondays 


845 Merrick Road Copiague 
Tels. AMityville 4-1383-9815 














Hunt’s Foster House 
(Established 1847) 
Banquets and Weddings 
Call SAyville 4-4181 
Dinners to 9 P. M. Weekdays 
10 P.M. Saturdays 


Closed Mondays. South Road 
off Montauk Hwy. Just South of 
Golden Eagle Monument, Sayville 





Another Clamdigger 


I have noted with interest, your 
article in the September issue of 
The Forum, entitled “Clam Dig- 
gers.” 

I feel that you have started out 
on a most worthy endeavor, and I 
would be more than happy to as- 
sociate myself with such an or- 
der. I am certain you will agree, 
that having lived in Locust Valley 
my entire life, which by the way 
is one-half mile off Long Island 
Sound and adjacent waters, I 
would therefore, be eligible for 
membership. 

Leroy B. Matthews 
Locust Valley 

Note: The above letter from the 
auditor, Town of Oyster Bay, came 
to C. Bruce Pearsall, Amityville At- 
torney. 


Woodchuck Is Indian 


I enjoyed reading Dr. Huden’s 
reference to the Algonkian names 
for various types of clams. I be- 
lieve that the word woodchuck is 
derived from the Algonkian name 
of this critter—Wejack. 

K. J. L., Patchogue 


President Grant’s Bad Buy 


President Grant paid $8,500 for 
440 acres of woodland between 
Quogue and Riverhead while in of- 
fice. He took title in the name 
of his wife from one John J. An- 
derson. Four months later the 
property, which was valued at only 
one dollar an acre, went back to 
Anderson, probably under pressure. 
In the 1920s the same tract was 
scld for $10,000. 








“Willie and Herman's" 


La Grange 


Montauk Highway East of Babylon 


Luncheons - Dinners 
Large New Banquet Hall 


Tel. MOhawk 9-9800 














For the Sea Food 
Connoisseur It’s 


SNAPPER 
INN 


on Connetquot River 


OAKDALE 
Phone SAyville 4-0248 
CLOSED MONDAYS 














HARBOR LIGHT 
RESTAURANT 
EXCELLENT CUISINE 
Catering to Small Parties 
M. SWANSON 


AMityville 4-5868 and 4-9704 


Dawes Avenue 
and George Brown Plaza 


Amityville (East) 




















STERN’S 


Pickle Products, Inc. 
Farmingdale, N. Y. 


CHapel 9-0248 and (night) 9-0891 


Complete Line of Condiments for the 


Hotel and Restaurant Trade 


Prompt Deliveries Quality Since 1890 


Factory conveniently located at 
Farmingdale 








GIL CLARK’S 


Maple Avenue Fish House 
L. I.’s FAMOUS 
OYSTER and CLAM 
BAR 
Maple Ave. Dock, Bay Shore 


Margaret E. Clark, Gilbert M. Clark 
Tels. MOhawk 5-1550 and 1551 




















Herb McCarthy’ s 


Bowden Cquate 


Southampton, L. I. 


Lunch - Cocktails 
Dinner - Late Supper 


Tel. Southampton 788-684 























HOSPITALITY ASSOCIATES 


111-7th STREET 
GARDEN CITY, L.1., N. Y. 


Catering For 
Special Functions—Clubs—Churches 
School and Civic Organizations 


PYramid 9-8073 


Industrial Feeding—In-Plant Cafeterias 


Ploneer 7-3355 


Special Dinners 
Coffee Break Service 


Ploneer 7-5760 























